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The University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca, 
ranked today among the most prestigious universities in the country and in Europe, 
celebrates this year, 2019, 150 years of productive existence! 
The School of Agronomy of Cluj laid its foundations in 1869, when the Institute of 
Agronomic Studies was established, during the reign of Emperor Franz Joseph (1830-1916) 
as Transylvania belonged at the time to the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. The new higher 
school counted on a dowry consisting in 730 acres (420 hectares) of land taken from the 
Roman Catholic status and from the buildings around the old Benedictine Monastery on 
″Dealul Craiului″ (nowadays the location belonging to the university). 
The institute's birth certificate was based on the education law developed by one of 
the reforming ministers of that time, Jozsef Eotvos, and adopted in 1868. Point 8 of that law 
stipulated that the language of teaching should be the child’s mother tongue, provision that 
was not to be applied precisely. 
The first director of the new institute would be appointed Kodolanyi Antal (1835-
1910), who endeavoured to apply to Cluj the German model of the Weihensstephan Institute 
where he had completed his studies. After Kodolanyi Antal (1869-1873) the institute was 
run by Lakner Jozsef (1874-1875), Voros Sandor (1875-1897), Szentkiralyi Akos (1897-
1910) and Pater Bela (1910-1919).  
A survey conducted in 1894, after 25 years of function, mentions that from the total 
number of 879 students registered, the majority, 541 (61,5 %) came from Transylvanian 
counties, particularly from the counties of Cluj (107) and Mureș-Turda (84). According to 
their religion, most of the students were Reformed and Roman-Catholic and among the 
graduates were also 32 Greek-Catholic and 7 Greek-Orthodox.  
It is remarkable that during its first decades of function the institute enjoyed the 
attention of the authorities and even the Emperor Franz Joseph himself made a visit there 
during the fall of 1877 expressing his ″utter contentment for what he had witnessed″. The 
documents of that time also mention other highly important visitors among which the 
Imperial and Royal Duke Rainer, members of the government, ministers of agriculture, 
reputed people from America, Romania, Prussia, Italy, Belgium, etc. 
Upon Franz Joseph’s initiative, in 1906 the Institute is upgraded to Academy and 
functioned under the denomination of Academy of Agriculture Cluj-Mănăştur until 1929. 
Professor Bela Pater played a special part in developing the Academy of Agriculture 
of Cluj and his name is related to founding in 1904 the centre for medicinal plants research, 
one of the first of this kind in the world. When professor Bela died, in 1938, professor Mihai 
Şerban, principal, rector and dean of the Academy of Agriculture of Cluj (1919-1922 and 
1927-1974), would declare among other things: ″For more than half a century, Bela Pater 
has been an apostle of his love for his country and its science, but for more than half a century 
he has also acted as an animator and a parent for numerous generations of apprentices, 
students and collaborators. Thus the name of professor Bela Pater has become today a 
concept not only within the country but also farther away beyond its borders, and to us he is 
and must remain forever more a symbol, an instructive example to look up to!″ 
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Upon the union between Transylvania and Romania, on December 1, 1918, the 
Academy of Agriculture of Cluj is reorganized as a Romanian institution of higher 
education, particularly due to the efforts made by professor Mihai Şerban. While professor 
Şerban was part of the Romanian delegation participating in the Peace Conference in Paris, 
and then he served in Parliament and in the Romanian Government, the Academy of 
Agriculture of Cluj was run by professors Constantin Martinovici (1919-1920), Alexandru 
Petrescu (1922-1925) and Marin Chiriţescu Arva (1925-1927). 
An important stage in the development of the School of Agronomy in Cluj is the 
period between 1929-1938, when the Academy of Agriculture is denominated Academy of 
High Agronomic Studies. This period is also marked by the presence of professor Mihai 
Șerban as rector of the institution. It is the time when the School of Agronomy enjoys a 
higher degree of prestige and its material equipment and resources are enhanced by new 
objectives, among which a new laboratory building, the present day building of ″ Mihai 
Şerban Lecture Room”, a building that was inaugurated in 1932 in the presence of Carol II, 
the future king to be, Prince Mihai I, key figures of that time such as Iuliu Maniu, Alexandru 
Vaida Voevod, Gheorghe Ionescu Şişeşti and many others. The sanctification service for the 
new building was held by the Bishop of Cluj, Nicolae Ivan. 
Between 1940 and 1945 as a consequence of the Dictate of Vienna, the Academy of 
Agriculture Cluj conducted its activity in Timișoara, under the name of Faculty of Agronomy 
Cluj-Timișoara whose dean was professor Ioan Safta. In 1945 the School of Agronomy of 
Cluj returns home and Timișoara is left with solid grounds for the future higher school of 
agriculture in the area of Banat, led in their capacity as rectors, by professors Alexandru 
Buia (1945-1947) and Eugen Rădulescu (1947-1953). 
Since 1948 this institution of Cluj functioned under the name of the Institute of 
Agronomic Studies Cluj which initially encompassed only one faculty, that of Agriculture. 
In 1959 the department of Animal Science was founded, which later on, in 1968 became the 
Faculty of Animal Science after the foundation of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in 
1962. Although the period is marked by the communist ideas and their propagators reaching 
all structures of the state, the School of Agronomy in Cluj had the fortune to be led by one 
of the most diligent teachers, the emeritus professor Emil Negruțiu, rector between 1956 and 
1975. 
The evolution of the School of Agronomy with its unrest and quests continues until 
1990 under the leadership of other prestigious teachers, such as professors Ioan Puia (1975-
1984) and Alexandru Salontai (1984-1990). 
After 1990 the institute is reorganized into four distinctive faculties: the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine. 
Since 1991 the School of Agronomy has become first the University of Agricultural 
Sciences and since 1995, by diversifying the main fields of study and specializations of its 
four faculties, it has complemented its denomination as the University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Cluj-Napoca. 
The developments accomplished in the recent decades while the School of 
Agronomy in Cluj were led by professors Leon Sorin Muntean (1990-2000), Liviu 
Alexandru Mărghitaş (2000-2008), Doru Pamfil (2008-2016) and Cornel Cătoi (since 2016 
to the present moment), is impressive. The fields of studies within the five faculties (the 
Faculty of Food Science and Technology has recently joined the other four faculties) have 
increased and so has the number of students, of MA and PhD students and new institutes 
and research centres have been greatly expanding the university’s research resources. 
Agricultura                                                                                           no. 1 –2 (109-110)/2019                                                                                       Agriculture  
  7 
The international exchanges for both students and teachers alike are numerous and 
beneficial for the university. For example, the USAMV students have the opportunity to 
study abroad for periods of at least one semester in European and U.S. universities counting 
on scholarship programmes such as Socrates, CEPUS, etc., they have the opportunity to 
attend specialized internships in institutions from Germany, England, Portugal, Spain, 
France, Switzerland, etc., and to participate in research projects within national or 
international research contracts financed by CNCSIS, ANSTI, BIOTECH, ASAS, the World 
Bank, INCO Copernicus, etc. 
As a natural consequence of modernizing the learning process at the University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Cluj-Napoca, the university has been 
assessed and accredited by the Association of European Universities and is currently ranked 
as one of the successful European universities. 
Key figures from the field of science and from other fields as well have visited in 
recent years the University of Cluj-Napoca and many of them were awarded the title of 
″Doctor Honoris Causa″. Among these notable persons, King Mihai I of Romania, a highly 
esteemed figure was awarded the title in 2009 during the 140th celebration of the University 
of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Cluj-Napoca! 
The continuous evolution of the School of Agronomy in Cluj and the prestige it has 
attained during the 150 years of existence is most certainly due to the common efforts of its 
illustrious teachers, of generations of graduates, engineers, veterinarians this university has 
given to this country, to Europe and to other continents of the world, of thousands of students 
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